LORD FISHER
for. I remember very vividly the morning after the battle of Jutland; when I got to the office he was pacing up and down the room more dejected than any man I have ever seen. He kept saying time after time, " They've failed me, they've failed me ! I have spent thirty years of my life in preparing for this day and they've failed me, they've failed me ! " This was the only time I ever knew him to be doubtful about the issue of the war. He used to say: "The Government, the Army and the Navy may make as many mistakes as they please, but we are bound to come out top in the end because we are one of the lost tribes" He had an excellent knowledge of the text of the Bible ; he used to say that the two things he enjoyed most were listening to sermons and dancing. In the middle of the war, when things were going badly, Mr Winston Churchill spoke in the House of Commons in favour of bringing him back to the Navy, a very notable thing to do, as Fisher's retirement from the Navy was due to differences between his views and those of Mr Churchill with regard to naval policy. The next morning as soon as I got to the office he began, " Have you seen what Winston said about me last night ? " I said I had, and was much surprised. " Surprised ! " he said, " I should think you were. There's never been anything like it since Herod made friends with Pontius Pilate."
Even trivial things he did in the grand manner. The notes he wrote to me from the office were on large-quarto paper put without folding into envelopes of the same size. They consisted of perhaps half a dozen lines, and often ended, "Yours till Hell freezes, Fisher". He wrote, at the time I was working with him, his reminiscences, and asked me to read the first draft. It was the most indiscreet and outspoken document I ever read. I hastened to return 219